Evaluation of Anti-Bullying Morning on Tuesday 22nd November at 

The Learning Centre

Students and staff at The Learning Centre took part in a workshop based morning on the theme of anti-bullying.  This was to coincide with anti-bullying week and ideas/resources were drawn from a variety of sources, including from the Anti-Bullying Alliance and DFES.  Students and staff were encouraged to wear blue (and they did!) and pay £1 – in return they got a blue anti-bullying wristband.

Lesson 1 – run by Lorraine

On the interactive whiteboard we began by watching a video made with stars such as Rio Ferdinand, Vernon Kay and Sugar babes to encourage young people to "make a stand" against bullying. It was launched in conjunction with the first ever national Anti-Bullying week of 22-26 November 2004.  

As a group we then discussed what we thought constituted bullying and looked at a number of definitions; students and staff were then involved in reading out the anti-bullying definition at the PRU, particularly as it pertains to The Learning Centre.  We thought about how to resolve a bullying situation and the responsibility we all have for each other, as well as what students can expect at The Learning Centre if they bully or are bullied.  Students were also told to try to spot 5 bullying “incidents” between staff during the morning to get prizes! – previously arranged and in no way real although some of them really felt uncomfortably authentic!

Lesson 2

Students chose one of two activities on offer:

1. Papier mache sculptures of two people (involved stuffing jeans/tops with newspaper and making papier mache heads to attach) with anti-bullying slogans written on them to display in foyer; creativity of students in evidence. (Lorraine and Sharon)

2. Biscuit making – use of blue icing to write anti-bullying slogans; impressive work done here. (Judy)

Lesson 3 - run by David

Drama workshop (very clear boundaries).  In role, had to create scenarios based on prompt cards and act them out for the group.  This was really fun and the best bit of it was that no pressure was put on individuals to be good – as a result they were!  

Plenary

Show and tell – students fed-back what they’d done.  Put the anti-bullying charter from DFES up on screen and, on a printed version, two student representatives and staff team leader signed the charter.  It was taken home by one of the students for her father, who is a parent governor, to sign; it will be displayed in school and a copy will also be sent to the Anti-Bullying Alliance.  Finally, student watched a 60 second film which has been launched by Ivan Lewis to support the message that all forms of bullying are unacceptable and to encourage children to 'tell someone' if they are being victimised (from DFES website).

Overall, based on student and staff evaluation, the morning was a success.  The main aims of 1. students being made aware of what The Learning Centre’s policy on anti-bullying is, as well as being given an opportunity to contribute to it and 2. students and staff working together in a creative way to stimulate thinking and discussion on the topic of bullying I believe were met.  We got 9 feed-back forms and all of these gave 1s or 2s (out of 5) for finding out what to do if you’re bullied, what will happen to you at The Learning Centre if you are bullied, what will happen to you at The Learning Centre if you are bullying and overall learning, as well as rating the range of activities 1 or 2.

Comments included “It was great to do activities jointly staff and pupils – I think it’s good for the unit as a whole – very interesting to see a different side to pupils”, “well planned and fun morning with plenty to reflect on” and “fun activities”.

Relevant websites:

http://www.stoptextbully.com/
www.need2know.co.uk/beatbullying
www.dfes.gov.uk/bullying
http://www.kidscape.org.uk/childrenteens/childrenteensindex.shtml
www.childline.org.uk - phone number 0800 1111
